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In confronting the challenges of our day, we must draw strength from the
resolve of previous generations who faced their own struggles and take
comfort in knowing a brighter day has always dawned on our great land.
As we stand at the close of one year and look to the promise of the next,
we lift up our hearts in gratitude to God for our many blessings, for one
another, and for our Nation. This Thanksgiving Day, we remember that the
freedoms and security we enjoy as Americans are protected by the brave
men and women of the United States Armed Forces. These patriots are
willing to lay down their lives in our defense, and they and their families
deserve our profound gratitude for their service and sacrifice.

This harvest season, we are also reminded of those experiencing the pangs
of hunger or the hardship of economic insecurity. Let us return the kind-
ness and generosity we have seen throughout the year by helping our fel-
low citizens weather the storms of our day.

As Americans gather for the time-honored Thanksgiving Day meal, let us
rejoice in the abundance that graces our tables, in the simple gifts that
mark our days, in the loved ones who enrich our lives, and in the gifts of
a gracious God. Let us recall that our forebears met their challenges with
hope and an unfailing spirit, and let us resolve to do the same.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 25,
2010, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all the people of the
United States to come together—whether in our homes, places of worship,
community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends and neighbors—
to give thanks for all we have received in the past year, to express appre-
ciation to those whose lives enrich our own, and to share our bounty with
others.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third
day of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the

Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8607 of November 30, 2010
Critical Infrastructure Protection Month, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During Critical Infrastructure Protection Month, we highlight the vast net-
work of systems and structures that sustain the vigor and vitality of our Na-
tion. Critical infrastructure includes the assets, networks, and functions—
both physical and virtual—essential to the security, economic welfare, pub-
lic health, and safety of the United States.

The Department of Homeland Security leads an unprecedented national
partnership dedicated to the security and resilience of our critical infra-
structure. The National Infrastructure Protection Plan integrates a multitude
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of diverse stakeholders—Federal, State, local, territorial, and tribal govern-
ments; private sector critical infrastructure owners and operators; first re-
sponders; and the public—to identify and protect our infrastructure from
hazards or attack. These critical infrastructure partnerships continue to
build their information-sharing capacity and develop actions that strength-
en our Nation’s preparedness, response capabilities, and recovery re-
sources.

My Administration is committed to delivering the necessary information,
tools, and resources to areas where critical infrastructure exists in order to
maintain and enhance its security and resilience. I have proposed a bold
plan for renewing and expanding our Nation’s infrastructure, including its
critical infrastructure, in the coming years. Additionally, we must work to
empower communities, an integral part of critical infrastructure security, to
work with local infrastructure owners and operators, which will make our
physical and cyber infrastructure more resilient. Working together, we can
raise awareness of the important role our critical infrastructure plays in
sustaining the American way of life and develop actions to protect these
vital resources.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 2010 as Crit-
ical Infrastructure Protection Month. I call upon the people of the United
States to recognize the importance of protecting our Nation’s resources and
to observe this month with appropriate events and training to enhance our
national security and resilience.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8608 of November 30, 2010
Helsinki Human Rights Day, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

This year marks the 35th anniversary of the Helsinki Final Act, a seminal
document tying lasting security among states with respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms within states. With the signing of the Act on
August 1, 1975, the United States, Canada, the Soviet Union, and the coun-
tries of a divided Europe solemnly pledged to work together to realize com-
prehensive security across the European continent. This occasion also
spurred courageous human rights activists in Eastern Europe to form citi-
zens’ groups to press for the implementation of commitments their govern-
ments had made, launching the Helsinki movement.

The guiding principles set forth 35 years ago in the Helsinki Final Act, now
institutionalized in the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope (OSCE), still serve as a beacon to all who strive for freedom and peace
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